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The purpose of the Annual Lecture is to honor the 
legacy of Nelson Mandela in terms of his writings, 
speeches and actions, including the frequently-
cited comment in Long Walk to Freedom that 
“(e)ducation is the great engine of personal 
development. It is through education that the 
daughter of a peasant can become a doctor; that 
the son of a mineworker can become the head of 
the mine, that a child of farm workers can become 
the president of a great nation. It is what we make 
out of what we have, not what we are given, that 
separates one person from another.”

The purpose is also to encourage conversations 
about education challenges today, given Mandela’s 
inspirations, leadership, and visions.

The speaker for the 2017 lecture is Prof Ihron Rensburg, Vice- 
Chancellor and Principal of the University of Johannesburg. The title 
of his presentation is: The meaning of decolonizing knowledge and 
universities – problems and opportunities. 

Previous presenters of this prestigious lecture are Prof Crain Soudien 
(2014), Prof Pumla Madikizela Gobodo (2015), and Prof Catherine 
Odora Hoppers (2016).


